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NAME
WWW - World Wide Web Rackage

SYNOPSIS
extract _description( FILE )
extract _nmeta( FILE, NAME )
hyper|ink( LIST)

DESCRIPTION
This package prades a utility functions for the @ld Wide Web to etract descriptions of or meta infor
mation from files, andyperlink text.

SUBROUTINES
The following Perl subroutines are defined andilable:

extract _description( FILE )
Extracts a description from an HTML or plairxtdile given by the FILE name;FILE should be
an absolute pathThe first$descri pti on: : char s (default: 2048) characters are redtthe
file ends in one of thexeensionsht m ht m , or sht m , itis presumed to be an HTML file; if the
file ends int xt , it is presumed to be a plainxtefile. Other extensions are not recognized and no
description is returned for them.

For HTML files, first, if a<META NAME="descri ption" CONTENT=".."> or a<META
NAME="DC. descri pti on" CONTENT=".."> (Dublin Core) element is found, then the
words specified as thele of theCONTENT attribute is returned as the description.

Otherwise, all HTML comments, tebetween<SCRI PT>, <STYLE>, and <Tl TLE> tags, and
all other HTML tags are strippedf <AREA ... ALT="..">or<I MG... ALT="..." > elements
are found, then theavds specified as th@le of theAL T attributes are dracted.

Finally, for either HTML or plain tet files, at mos#descri pti on: : wor ds (default: 50) are
returned.

extract _nmeta( FILE, NAME )
Extracts the &lue of theCONTENT attribute from aMETA element haing the gven NAME
attribute from an HTML file gien by the FILE name;FILE should be an absolute patfihe file
must end in one of thexeensionsht m ht m , or sht M to be considered an HTML fileThe
first $descri pti on: : chars (default: 2048) characters are reatihe characters are cached
between consecut alls using the same filename.

hyper|ink( LIST)
Adds typerlinks to strings: that is strings that contain substrings thaaficeURLSs (according to
RFC 1630) hee the appropriate HTML tagswrapped’ around them so that tiiewill be
selectable when displayed in a Wweer The ft p, gopher, http, https, mailto, news,
t el net, andwai s URLs are recognizedExample:

Read all about it at
http://ww. usat oday. com

becomes:

Read all about it at
<A HREF="htt p://ww. usat oday. conf ">htt p: // ww. usat oday. coni </ A>
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